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A BRIEF EXPLANATION OF THE
ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS

ccording to Holy Tradi on, the Entry of the
Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple took
place in the following manner. The parents of
the Virgin Mary, Sts Joachim and Anna, praying
for an end to their childlessness, vowed that if a child
were born to them, they would dedicate it to the service
of God.
When the Most Holy Virgin reached the age of three, the
holy parents decided to fulﬁll their vow. They gathered
together their rela ves and acquaintances, and dressed
the All-Pure Virgin in Her ﬁnest clothes. Singing sacred
songs and with lighted candles in their hands, virgins escorted Her to the Temple (Ps. 44/45:14-15). There the High
Priest and several priests met the handmaiden of God. In
the Temple, ﬁ een high steps led to the sanctuary, which
only the priests and High Priest could enter. (Because they

recited a Psalm on each step, Psalms 119/120-133/134 are called “Psalms of
Ascent.”)

The child Mary, so it seemed, could not make it up this
stairway. But just as they placed Her on the ﬁrst step,
strengthened by the power of God, She quickly went up
the remaining steps and ascended to the highest one.
Then the High Priest, through inspira on from above, led
the Most Holy Virgin into the Holy of Holies, where only
the High Priest entered once a year to oﬀer a purifying
sacriﬁce of blood. Therefore, all those present in the
Temple were astonished at this most unusual occurrence.
A er entrus ng their child to the Heavenly Father, Joachim and Anna returned home. The All-Holy Virgin remained in the quarters for virgins near the Temple. Ac-
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cording to the tes mony of Holy Scripture (Exodus 38; 1 Kings
1: 28; Luke 2: 37), and also the historian Josephus Flavius,
there were many living quarters around the Temple, in
which those who were dedicated to the service of God
dwelt.
The earthly life of the Most Holy Theotokos from Her infancy un l She was taken up to Heaven is shrouded in
deep mystery. Her life at the Jerusalem Temple was also a
secret. “If anyone were to ask me,” said St Jerome, “how the Most
Holy Virgin spent the me of Her youth, I would answer that that is
known to God Himself and the Archangel Gabriel, Her constant
guardian.”

But there are accounts in Church Tradi on, that during
the All-Pure Virgin’s stay at the Temple, She grew up in a
community of pious virgins, diligently read the Holy Scripture, occupied Herself with handicra s, prayed constantly,
and grew in love for God. From ancient mes, the Church
has celebrated the Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy
Theotokos into the Temple. Indica ons that the Feast was
observed in the ﬁrst centuries of Chris anity are found in
the tradi ons of Pales nian Chris ans, which say that the
holy Empress Helen (May 21) built a church in honor of the
Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple.
St Gregory of Nyssa, in the fourth century, also men ons
this Feast. In the eighth century Ss. Germanus and Tarasius, Patriarchs of Constan nople, delivered sermons on
the Feast of the Entry.
The Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the
Temple foretells God’s blessing for the human race, the preaching of salva on, the promise of the coming of Christ.
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Vespers Opening Psalm

B

Psalm 104

less the Lord, O my soul! Blessed are Thou,
blessed art Thou, O Lord! How glorious are Thy
works, O Lord! In wisdom hast Thou made them all!
Glory to Thee, O Lord, glory to Thee. Who hast created—who hast created all! Glory to the Father, and to
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Glory to Thee, O God! (3)
Great Litany is chanted

Kathisma
lessed is the man, who walks not in the council
of the wicked. Refrain: Alleluia! (3)
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous but the
way of the wicked will perish. Refrain
Serve the Lord with fear and rejoice in Him with
trembling! Refrain
Blessed are all who take refuge in Him! Refrain
Arise, O Lord, save me O my God! Refrain
Salva on belongs to the Lord! Thy blessing be upon
Thy people! Refrain
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit. Refrain
Now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. Refrain
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Glory to the Thee, O God! (2)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Glory to the Thee, O God!
Glory to Thee! (1)
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Li le Litany is chanted

“Lord I Call”

L

Psalm 141—Tone 5

ord I call upon Thee, hear me! Hear me, O Lord!
Lord, I call upon Thee, hear me! Receive the voice
of my prayer, when I call upon Thee, hear me O Lord!
Let my prayer arise, in Thy sight as incense, and let
the li ing up of my hands, be an evening sacriﬁce,
hear me O Lord!
10. Bring my soul out of prison; that I may give thanks to
thy name!

By Thy precious Cross, O Christ, Thou hast put the
devil to shame. By Thy Resurrec on, Thou hast blunted the s ng of sin, and saved us from the gates of
death! We glorify Thee, O Only Bego en One!
9. The righteous shall wait for me; un l thou wilt deal
boun fully with me!

Christ was led as a sheep to slaughter in order to
grant Resurrec on to the human race! The princes of
hell were frightened by this, for the gates of sorrow
were li ed! Christ, the King of Glory, had entered,
saying to those in chains, “Go forth!” And to those in
darkness, “Come to the Light!”
8. Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lord; Lord,
hear my voice.
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O Great wonder! The Creator of the invisible suﬀered
in the ﬂesh in His love for man and rose again immortal! Come, O sons of na ons, let us worship Him!
Delivered from error by His compassion, we have
learned to sing of One God in Three Persons!
7. Let thine ears be a en ve; To the voice of my supplicaons.

We oﬀer Thee our evening worship O never se ng
Light, Who came in these last days to the world in
the Flesh. Who even descended to hell to dispel its
darkness. Who has revealed the Light of Resurrec on
to the na ons. Glory to Thee, O Lord and giver of
Light!
6. If Thou, O Lord, should mark iniqui es, Lord, who shall
stand?; For there is forgiveness with Thee!
(Tone 1 - Entrance) Today,

let us dance, O faithful, singing
to the Lord in psalms and hymns and honoring His
sanc ﬁed Tabernacle, the living Ark, that contained
the Word Who cannot be contained; for in wondrous
fashion she is oﬀered to the Lord, as a young child in
the ﬂesh, and Zachariah, the great High Priest, joyfully receives her, as the dwelling place of God.
5. For Thy namesake I have waited for Thee, O Lord; my
soul hath waited upon Thy word, my soul hath hoped in the
Lord!
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Today the living Temple of the holy glory of Christ
our God, the pure Maiden who alone is blessed
among women, is oﬀered in the Temple of the Law,
that she may make her dwelling in the Holy Place.
Joachim and Anna rejoice with her in spirit, and
choirs of virgins sing, to the Lord, chan ng psalms,
and honoring His Mother.
4. From the morning watch un l night, from the morning
watch let Israel hope in the Lord.

Thou art the preaching of the Prophets, O Virgin
Mother of God; the glory of the Apostles and the
boast of Martyrs, and the renewal of all the earthborn, for through thee, we are reconciled to God.
Therefore, being saved by thine intercessions, we
honor thy coming into the Temple of the Lord; and
with the Angel we all cry out to thee in song:
“Rejoice, O all-revered Lady!”
3. For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is plenteous redemp on, and He will deliver Israel from all His iniqui es.

Led by the Holy Spirit, the holy Maiden without spot is taken to dwell in the Holy of Holies. She
who is fed by an angel, is in truth the most holy Temple of our Holy God. He has sanc ﬁed all things by
her entrance, and has made godlike the fallen nature
of mortal men.
(Tone 4)

2. Praise the Lord, all na ons; praise Him all people!
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The young girls rejoice today, and with the lamps in
hand they go in reverence before the spiritual Lamp,
as she enters the Holy of Holies. They foreshadow
the brightness past speech that is to shine forth from
her, and to give light by the Spirit to those that sit in
the darkness of ignorance.
1. For His mercy is conﬁrmed on us, and the truth of the
Lord endures forever!

The all blessed Anna cried out rejoicing: “Zachariah,
take her whom the Prophets proclaimed in the Spirit,
and lead her into the holy temple, there to be
brought up in reverence, that she may become the
divine throne of the Master of All, His palace, His
res ng place, and His dwelling ﬁlled with light.
Glory, now and ever in the 8th Tone: Glory to the Father, and
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

A er thy birth, O Lady and Bride of God, thou
camest to the Temple of the Lord to be brought up in
the Holy of Holies, since thou thyself art holy. And Gabriel then was sent to thee, all-blameless Maiden, to
bring thee food. All in heaven were amazed to see how
the Holy Spirit had made His abode in thee. Therefore,
O spotless and undeﬁled Mother of God, gloriﬁed in
heaven and on earth, save the human race!
(Tone 8)
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Gladsome Light
Gladsome Light of the holy glory of the immortal
heavenly, holy, blessed Father: O Jesus Christ.
Now that we have come to the se ng of the sun and
behold the light of evening, we praise God: Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. For meet it is at all mes to worship
Thee with voices of praise, O Son of God and Giver of
life; therefore all the world doth glorify Thee!

O

Evening Prokeimenon
The Lord is King, He is robed in majesty! (sung

(Tone 6)
as a refrain)

Old Testament Readings
Deacon: Wisdom!
Reader: The reading is from Exodus (40:1-5, 9, 10, 16, 34-35)

Deacon: Let us a end!
Reader: The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “On the ﬁrst
day of the ﬁrst month you shall set up the Tabernacle
of the Tes mony, and you shall put in it the Ark and
cover it with the veil. You shall bring in the table and
the lamp-stand; and you shall set there a golden altar
to burn incense before the Ark of the Tes mony. And
you shall put a covering on the door of the tabernacle
of the Tes mony. “Then you shall take the oil of
anoin ng and anoint the Tabernacle and all that is in
it, and consecrate it and all its vessels; and it shall be
holy. And you shall consecrate the Altar; it shall be the
holy of holies” And Moses did all that the Lord God,
the Holy One of Israel had commanded him. And a
cloud covered the Tabernacle of the Tes mony and
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the glory of the Lord ﬁlled the Tabernacle. Moses was
not able to enter the Tabernacle of the Tes mony, because the cloud overshadowed it, and the glory of the
Lord ﬁlled the Tabernacle.
Deacon: Wisdom!
Reader: The reading is from First Book of Kings

(7:51;

8:1, 3-7, 9-11)

Deacon: Let us a end!
Reader: And it came to pass when Solomon had ﬁnished building the House of the Lord, he assembled all
the elders of Israel in Zion, to bring the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord out of the City of David, which is Zion. And the priests took up the Ark of the Covenant of
the Lord, the Tabernacle of the Tes mony, and all the
holy vessels that were in the Tabernacle of the Tes mony. And the King and all Israel went before the Ark.
And the priests brought the Ark of the Covenant of
the Lord to its place, into the Oracle of the Temple,
into the Holy of Holies, under the wings of the cherubim. For the cherubim spread out their wings over the
place of the Ark so that the cherubim made a covering
above the Ark and its holy things above. There was
nothing in the Ark except the two tablets of the Covenant which Moses put there at Horeb, when the Lord
had made a Covenant. And when the priests came out
from the holy place, a cloud ﬁlled the house. And the
priests were unable to stand to minister because of
the cloud, for the glory of the Lord God Almighty ﬁlled
the house.
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Deacon: Wisdom!
Reader: The reading is from the prophesy of Ezekiel
(43:27-44:4)

Deacon: Let us a end!

Reader: ‘When these days are over it shall be, on the
eighth day and therea er, that the priests shall oﬀer
your burnt oﬀerings and your peace oﬀerings on the
altar; and I will accept you,’ says the Lord God.” Then
He brought me back to the outer gate of the sanctuary
which faces toward the east, but it was shut. And the
Lord said to me, “This gate shall be shut; it shall not be
opened, and no man shall enter by it, because the
Lord God of Israel has entered by it; therefore it shall
be shut. “As for the prince, because he is the prince,
he may sit in it to eat bread before the Lord; he shall
enter by way of the ves bule of the gateway, and go
out the same way.” Also He brought me by way of the
north gate to the front of the temple; so I looked, and
behold, the glory of the Lord ﬁlled the house of the
Lord; and I fell on my face.
Augmented Litany, Vouchsafe, and Evening Litany
with the Prayer at the Bowing of Heads are chanted,
immediately followed by the hymn & prayers of Li ya
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Li ya Hymn

T

(Tone 1)

oday, let heaven above greatly rejoice, and let
the clouds rain down gladness at the mighty
and exceeding marvelous of our God. For behold, the
Gate that looks toward the east, born according to
the promise from a fruitless and barren womb, and
dedicated to God as His dwelling, is led today into
the Temple as an oﬀering without blemish. Let David
greatly rejoice striking his harp. “Virgins” he said
“shall be brought to the King a er her, her companions shall be brought unto Thee” Within the tabernacle of God, within His place of propi a on, she
shall up to become the dwelling place of His who was
bego en of the Father without change before all ages for the salva on of our souls.
Intercessions
Deacon: O God, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance. Visit Thy world with mercy and compassions. Exalt the horn of Orthodox Chris ans, and send down on
us Thy rich mercies. Through the intercessions of our allpure Lady the Theotokos and Ever-virgin Mary, whose
honorable Entrance into the Temple we celebrate this
day, by the might of the precious and life-giving Cross;
by the protec on of the honorable bodiless powers of
heaven; at the supplica on of the honorable, glorious
Prophet, Forerunner, and Bap st John; of the holy, glorious, and all-laudable apostles;
Of our fathers among the saints, great hierarchs and
ecumenical teachers, Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian, and John Chrysostom:
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of Innocent, Metropolitan of Moscow, Enlightener of the
Aleuts; the holy confessor Tikhon, Patriarch of Moscow, Enlightener of North America, Raphael of Brooklyn, Nikolai of
Zicha, who labored in America, and John the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Shanghai and San Francisco; and Mardarije of Libertyville.

Of the holy, glorious, and right-victorious martyrs;
Maksym of Carpatho Rus; of the martyrs of America, Juvenaly the Protomartyr of America and his companion, Peter
the Aleut, and the hieromartyrs John of Chicago, Alexander
of New York City, Seraphim and Vasily who labored in America; and of all the holy new-martyrs and confessors;

Of our venerable and God-bearing fathers and mothers;
of Herman, the Wonderworker of Alaska and all America;
of the holy blessed and righteous priests Alexis of WilkesBarre, Jacob of Alaska, and Sebas an of Jackson;

of the holy and righteous Ancestors of God, Joachim
and Anna and of all the saints, we beseech Thee O
most merciful Lord, hearken to us sinners who make
our supplica ons unto Thee, and have mercy on us!
Choir: Lord, have mercy. (12)
Deacon: Again we pray for our Metropolitan ______,
our Bishop (Archbishop) ____ and all our brotherhood
in Christ; and for every Chris an soul, aﬄicted and
weary, in need of God's mercies and help; for the protec on of this city and those who dwell therein; for
the peace and stability of the whole world; for the
welfare of the holy Churches of God; for the salva on
and help of our fathers and brethren who with dili-
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gence and fear of God, do labor and serve; For those
who are gone away and those who are abroad; for the
healing of those who lie in inﬁrmity; for the repose,
refreshment, blessed memory and forgiveness of sins
of all our fathers and brethren, the Orthodox gone to
their rest before us who lie here and everywhere; for
the deliverance of cap ves; for our brethren who are
serving and for all who serve and have served in this
holy temple, let us say:
Choir: Lord, have mercy. (12)
Deacon: Again we pray for this country, its President, for
all civil authori es, and our armed forces, let us say:
Choir: Lord, have mercy. (12)
Deacon: Again we pray that He will keep this city and
this holy church, and every city and countryside from
wrath, famine, plague, earthquake, ﬂood, ﬁre, the
sword, foreign invasion, civil war, and sudden death;
that our good God, who loves mankind, will be gracious and conciliatory, and turn away and dispel all
the wrath s rred up against us and all sickness, and
may deliver us from His righteous chas sement which
impendeth against us, and have mercy on us.
Choir: Lord, have mercy. (3)

Deacon: Again we pray that the Lord God will hearken
unto the voice of supplica on of us sinners, and have
mercy upon us.
Choir: Lord, have mercy. (3)
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Priest: Hear us, O God our Savior, Thou hope of all the
ends of the earth and of those who are far oﬀ upon the
sea; and be merciful, be merciful, O Master, regarding
our sins, and have mercy on us. For Thou art a merciful
God, Who lovest mankind, and unto Thee do we send
up glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Choir: Amen.
Priest: Peace be unto all.
Choir: And to thy spirit.
Deacon: Let us bow our heads to the Lord.
Choir: To Thee, O Lord.

Priest: O Master, great in mercy, Lord Jesus Christ our
God, through the prayers of our all-pure Lady Theotokos and Ever-virgin Mary, whose honorable Entrance
we celebrate today; by the might of the precious and
life-giving Cross; by the protec on of the honorable
bodiless powers of heaven; and of all Thy saints; make
our prayer acceptable, grant us forgiveness of our
trespasses, shelter us under the shadow of Thy wings;
drive away from us every enemy and adversary, give
peace to our life, O Lord; have mercy on us and on Thy
world and save our souls, for Thou art good and lovest
mankind.
Choir: Amen.
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Apos cha

W

(Tone 5)

e magnify Thee in songs of praise, O Incarnate
Christ and Saviour! By accep ng the Cross and
death for our sake, as the Lord and Lover of Man,
Thou didst overthrow the gates of hell, and didst
arise on the Third Day, saving our souls!
The Lord is King; He is robed in majesty!

By being pierced in the side, O Lover of Man, Thou
hast poured drops of Life and Salva on for all. By accep ng death in the ﬂesh, Thou hast granted us immortality. Thou hast freed us by being placed in the
tomb, and hast Resurrected us with Thyself in glory
as God! Glory to Thee, O Lord and Lover of man!
For He has established the world;
so that it shall never be moved!

Thy Cruciﬁxion and decent into hell are awesome, O
Lover of man! Thou hast captured it, releasing the
ancient prisoners! Thou hast opened paradise and
given it to us! Grant us puriﬁca on of sins, who glorify Thy Resurrec on on the Third Day! Make us worthy of paradise and save us, O Lover of man!
Holiness beﬁts Thy house; O Lord, forever!

For our sake, Thou didst accept death in the ﬂesh, to
rise from the dead on the Third Day! Heal us from
our earthly passions, and restore us from our evil
transgressions; and save us O Lover of man!
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Today let us the crowds of the assembled
faithful celebrate a spiritual feast: let us reverently
praise the Virgin Theotokos and child of God, as she
is brought into the Temple of the Lord! She was forechosen from all genera ons to be the dwelling-place
of Christ, the Lord and God of all. O Virgins, bearing
lamps, go before her, honoring the majes c progress
of the ever-Virgin! Mothers, lay aside every sorrow
and accompany them with joy, singing the praises of
her who became the Mother of God, the cause of joy
for the world! Therefore, let us all join with the Angel, and joyfully cry out: “Rejoice!” to her who is full
of grace, and who ever intercedes for our souls.
(Tone 6)

L

St. Symeon’s Prayer

ord, now le est Thou Thy servant depart in
peace, according to Thy Word, for mine eyes
have seen Thy salva on, which Thou hast prepared
before the face of all people: a light to enlighten the
Gen les and the glory of Thy people, Israel.
Trisagion (Thrice Holy)

Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on
us. (3)
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
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O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Lord, cleanse us
from our sins. Master, pardon our transgressions. Holy
One, visit and heal our inﬁrmi es for Thy name's sake.
Lord have mercy. (3)

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit, now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

O

ur Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy
Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
tempta on, but deliver us from the evil one.

Festal Troparion

T

(Tone 4)

oday is the prelude of the good will of God, and
the preaching of the salva on of mankind. The
Virgin appears in the Temple of God, in an cipa on
proclaiming Christ to all. Let us rejoice and sing to
her: “Rejoice, O Fulﬁllment of the Creator’s dispensaon.” (sung 3 mes, as the clergy incense the Li ya oﬀering)
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O

Blessing of the Loaves

Lord, Jesus Christ our God, who didst bless the
ﬁve loaves in the wilderness and therewith didst
feed the ﬁve thousand: do Thou the same Lord bless
these loaves, wheat, wine and oil, and mul ply them
in this city and in all the world, and sanc fy all the
faithful who partake of them. For it is Thou, O Christ
our God, who dost bless and sanc fy all things; and
unto Thee do we send up glory with Thy Father Who
has no beginning, and Thine all-holy, good, and lifecrea ng Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.
Dismissal is Pronounced, immediately
followed by the magniﬁca on:

W

Magniﬁca on

e magnify, we magnify thee, O most holy Virgin, Maiden chosen by God; and we honor thy
Entrance into the Temple of the Lord.
The end. Glory to God!
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